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Gardenside ready for spring activities 
By Barb Schwisow 

Activities Director 

 March came in like a lamb this year. Does that 
mean it will go out like a lion? On the first day of 
spring , Tia was looking intently outside. She had 
found a robin outside the window reminding us that 
spring is indeed on the way! We will be soon starting 
to plant our little garden here at Gardenside. We try to 
plant radishes, lettuce and onions early. If you are vis-
iting, stop by and take a look at what we grow! 
 
 Gardenside celebrated a lot of birthdays this 
March! We celebrated all the birthdays on March 18 
with cake and ice cream. Jim Hinz entertained us with 
his huge repertoire of songs he carries in his head. He 
plays and sings so beautifully. The birthdays cele-
brated were June Hatfield and Ethel Kelly, March 3; 
Forrest Craft and Hilda Barber, March 25; and Rose 
Portwood, March 5 (her 106th!) 
 
 Others also came to brighten the days. Thank you 
to the Kitchen Band, Ortrude Snyder, Jenny Rempel, 
Clarence and Marilyn Black, and Arlene Kellogg. 
 
 The Sunday School children from Zion United 
Church of Christ of Gladstone, their parents and help-
ers came on Palm Sunday morning to deliver the mes-
sage of Christ. We love to hear the children’s voices. 
And they sure have a heavenly bell choir! 
 
 Easter came early this year! Darlene Novotny gave a special Good Friday service for us. Pastor Moody 
gave us an inspiring Easter service. 
 
 We had fun dying 8 dozen eggs for the Tobias American Legion. Wow! That’s a lot of eggs to color. The 
little children from the Tobias area  surely had fun hunting all those eggs. After all the eggs were dyed, we got 
to sample some brownies and cookies made by Gina Schafer and Michelle Baxa of Tobias. The residents are 
always glad to help out with the little projects they can do for the community. 
 
 We had a special presentation by Lana Likens who spent several weeks in Portugal, Spain and Morocco. If 
we can’t go ourselves, it’s fun to hear about others’ travels. Thanks, Lana! 
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Bringing a friend — Melissa Sutton shows residents 

her friend’s puppy. 
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Who’s Who? 
 

Chief Executive Officer 
Bill Welch 

Director of Nursing 

Deb Sutton RN 

Social Services Designee 

Mary Hasselbring 
Activities Director 

Barb Schwisow 

Rehabilitation Aide 

Karen Spilker 

Dietitian 
Tonya Koeppen 

Nutritional Services Director 

Jesse Vater 

Pharmacy Director 

Gary Mitchell 
Director of Plant Operations 

Gerry Lee 

Director of Envir. Services/Purchasing 

Stephanie Pfingsten 

Housekeeping Supervisor 
Billie Mohr 

Director of Public Relations 

Lana Likens 
 

Most recent state  survey: 

Found in a folder just west of the  
nurses station. 

 

E-mail: barb.Schwisow@jchc.us 
Nursing Home News is a monthly publication of 

Jefferson Community Health Center. 
Subscriptions are free. To subscribe 

or unsubscribe, write:Gardenside News, 

P.O. Box 277, Fairbury, NE 68352, or call Lana 
Likens at (402)-729-3351. 

♦ Wayne Rogers, March 7 
♦ Russell Miller, March 21 

Admissions 

Deaths 

♦ Wayne Rogers, March 25 
♦ Leona Silvester, March 21 

 We were saddened by three deaths 
in the past month. Our sympathy is 
with the families of Fred Huss, who 
passed away March 7; Nora Ziemann, 
who passed away March 17; and Paul 
Goebel, who passed away March 25. 

Rhythm Band 

♦ Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rogers,  
April 1, 1949 

♦ Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bauer,  
April 1, 1951 

Anniversaries 

Volunteers are appreciated! 
 April is National Volunteer month — and at Gardenside long-term 
care, volunteers are very important! We value the many volunteers who 
are willing to share of their time to give programs, entertain, play Bingo, 
come visit, play cards or games with residents, help with special projects, 
deliver mail, and so much more! This year we will be holding our volun-
teer recognition in May, rather than April. If you’re a volunteer, watch for 
more information to come!  Thank you volunteers! 

Salad Festival May 1 
 The Jefferson Community Health Center Auxiliary’s annual Spring 
Salad Festival is set for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, May 1, at the Fair-
bury Elks Club. Tickets will be available soon at JCHC and local busi-
nesses. The salad festival helps to provide money for Christmas gifts for 
Gardenside residents, spoons for new babies, and scholarships.  If 
you’d like more information please call Lana Likens at 729-3351. 

Special program April 2 
 The PBS special “Caring for Your Parents” will air on NET1 and 
NET-HD on April 2 at 8 p.m. Central Time. The special draws attention 
to the reality that many adult children are becoming caregivers for their 
aging parents. 

Rhythm Band plays — Helen Hohbein plays for the 

Rhythm Band as residents play different musical pieces. 

Results of the most recent state survey and daily 
nurse staffing hours are posted on the wall west 

of the nurses’ station. 

Birthdays 
♦ Hilda Krajnik, April 2 
♦ Dorothy Reid, April 7 

Dismissals 
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March activities at Gardenside 

Variety of activities — Top left, Win Deditius 

dyes Easter eggs for the Tobias Legion; top 
right, Minnie Meyerhoff plays in the Rhythm 
Band; center left, Rose Portwood greets a visitor 

as she celebrates here 106th birthday; center 
right, Ethel Kelly celebrates her 90th birthday; 

bottom, The Gladstone Church Bell Ringers 
entertain. 
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Spotlight on Gardenside Resident: 
Hilda Barber 

 “So gat is in dieser velt. Der eine hat das boutel. Der andra hat das gelt.” 
Hilda often quotes this German saying. This is what it means:  “So it goes in 
this world. One has the purse. The other has the money.” This is Hilda’s phi-
losophy in life. 
 Hilda Paulina Sophie Braasch was born  
March 25, 1915, on a farm by Cub Creek. She 
was the second child of the German speaking 

farm family of Wm. and Emily (Korthals) Braasch. Her older 
brother was Herb. After Hilda came Bill and Ella. As most of her 
neighbors, Hilda worked hard along side her parents. She often 
was the farm hand shocking wheat and oats, picking corn. She 
also helped at home. Clothes were washed on the rub board in 
hot water. Then rinsed twice and hung outside to dry. All the 

food was homemade. There was the garden to tend. 
 Hilda graduated from a country school taught by Grace Gately. As Hilda remembers she and most of her 
eighth grade class graduated with honors. This was the end of Hilda’s formal education. She was the one who 

worked at home so the other three children could go to high school. 
 Life wasn’t all work. When Hilda was a teen ager she and friends went skat-
ing on the Carpenter farm pond a few miles from home. Hilda used her brother, 
Herb’s skates. She says she wasn’t a very good skater and was shy. Her friend’s tried 
to match her up with someone Hilda wasn’t too interested in. But somebody else no-
ticed the pretty girl. Bernard Barber was one of 12 children. Thus began a romance 
that lasted the rest of his life. At first Bernard’s parents weren’t too keen on their son 
marrying a “Dutchman.” So Bernard and Hilda found a minister in Kansas who was 
willing to marry them. This was 1934. Times were hard.  Hilda’s wedding present 
from her dad were a cow and calf. At first the couple lived at home with their parents. 
Eventually they moved into an old fixer upper on the Barber land. 
 Hilda and Bernard worked hard and eventually bought their own farm where 
they lived for many years. 

When Hilda lived on the farm, she belonged to the “Stitch 
and Chatter.”  As Hilda remembers she did some embroi-
dery, but the group of farm wives mostly chattered! 
 Hilda is a life long member of the St Paul’s Ev. 
Church north of Jansen. 
 Hilda and Bernard were unable to have children of 
their own. So when they adopted Byron from a children’s 
home in Omaha their family was complete. Hilda is so 
proud of Byron. He is a very special child to her, just ask 
her! 
 Forty six years ago Bernard passed away. 1 ½ years 
ago Hilda came to live at Gardenside. Her cheerfulness, 
interest in life and love of games has kept her going. And 
of course there is Byron! 
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 Thank you to the following families, individuals 
and businesses for donations made to the Jefferson 
Health Care Foundation and designated for Garden-
side long-term care from October 2007 through March 
1, 2008. 
 

 Donations have been received 
• In memory of Walter Milius for Gardenside LTC 
 from Dorrine Milius 
 from Katherine Ellerbeck 
 from Ron Schwab 
 

• Donation to Gardenside LTC 
 for transportation from Vernon Craft 
 

• In memory of V. Deditius 
 from Service Credit Union to  
  Richard Deditius 
 for Gardenside LTC staff needs 
 

• Proceeds from pre-Thanksgiving Bake Sale 
 for Eden project at Gardenside LTC 
 

• Women of the ELCA, American Lutheran Church 
for LTC 

 

• Donation to Gardenside 
 from Tri-County Hunting Club 
 Pheasant hunting group  
  from the Plymouth area 
• Donation to Eden project 
 from Countryside Vet Clinic 
 To be used for Flash’s expenses 

• Payroll Deductions 
 Eden Carol Haussler 
  Helen Hohbein 
  Deb Sutton 
 NH Mary Hasselbring 
 
• In memory of Phyllis Ziemann   

 For LTC – special entertainment purposes 
 memorials from family and friends 
 from ME Dickmeyer 
 from Ceres Henkel 
 from Lucille Hinrichs 
 from Heather Kulhanek 
 from Jerry Loos 
 from Hallie Mills 
 from Mitch Zabokrtsky 
 from Charlene Zabel 
 
 

• Donations of equipment 
 In memory of Nora Ziemann 
  wheelchair, walker 
 In memory of Lester Fox, TV, recliner 
 In memory of Fred Huss, lift chair 
 

• Tray favors 
 by Better Neighbors 
 by Swan Creek 4-H of Western 

Donations, Memorials are Appreciated! 

Birthday party — Ethel Kelly’s birthday 

party with family. 
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inside! 

Happy Birthday! 
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Happy Birthday — Celebrating March birthdays were, top 

left, Ethel Kelly and June Hatfield; bottom left, Rose Port-
wood; center, Forrest Craft; and right, Hilda Barber. 


